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To theRight Honourable 
Sir THOMAS PILKINGTON, 
LORD MAYOR of London, 


M:Y: LORD, 


ared before ſuch an Awful 1d (- 
| hs of the Reverend [x and 
1be-Chief Magiſtrates. of this City; nor # it 


without ſome. uneape.. reluftance,, wbat I 


wax expoſe this Diſcome to- ſo. public, 4 


View: but having 1 received Tow Lord-- 


ſhip's: Order, 1 find it neceſſary to comply, 


leſt 1 Y heYF So zo diſpute your Fudgment, 
or: couteſt your Autbority. It war tbe Sub- 


je. 1 know, that. recommended the Diſ-- 
courle.;- aud. the. favmurable acceptance it: 
pros 

Temper of thoſe who approv'd it ; and bow:- 
pi" ſelves, when 
they tbo Interpret and. Adminiſter our. 
As are ſuch Friends-10 Moderation ? + 
. bavs wot deſign d in this. Diſcourſe to 4 
ph 


met with, is au argument of the 


bappy may #7; rot thin 


A3 


T. was: with. no. great confidence that I 


:24K be. 


Mi _—__ 


er —_— - 


plead the Cauſe of any Party, or to deter- 
mine any of tbe Caſes of Difference: wok 
are among #s ; but-t recommend that "ay 
dejation which of Fane want,; asf 
which would be the ſhorteſt: and ſure b 
pedient for compoſs ng ll 'onr Differendesy: 1 
muſt expe that tbey who have not this 
co6d Temper, wil be angry with'Me, as - I 
they are with one another ; but whatever = 
they may obje&; Tam confcions of no otber 

Deſign” in this Diſcourſe, but to"promote 
Religion, 'and the Pablick Good of ' the £4 
Church and Nation; towbich'Þ am-rela- | 
ted. May Your Lordſhip continue, by 

Your good Condud and E xample, 10-in- 

credſe and encourage this Moderation a+ 

mong us ; and if this Diſcoittſe an contribute  — | - 
any thing thereto, it will much No 


'MY. LOR D.: 
Your Lordſhip 5 moſt Faichful | 
and moſt Humble Servanc, 


=. Samuel Maſters. 
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| OF 
Moderation.&c. 
nd PHILIP WS 
Let Jour Moderation be known unto all Men ; The 
= _ Lord u at hand. 
2/3, N this, and the Neigh- 
| SUL DY=< bouring Verſes, the Apo- 
s PETS EZ tle lays down ſome brief 
| _ NPR Rules, which ſeem to be 
 _ $8 preſcribed for a Remedy. 
SOR againſt thoſe Troubles that . 
| N then infeſted the Church at 


Philippi, In the Verſe preceding the Text, 
' he exhorts them to. rejoyce in the Lord always , . 
_ from whom their Faith might deriye ſuch co- | 
- pious Arguments of joy, as would be ſufficient. 
k0.: 
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th 


ro ſupport them under the ſharpeſt Perſecu- 
tions. And that they. might be able co re- 
joyce in themſelves too, by converſing peaceably 
and comfortably one with another, he directs, 
in the Text, to the mutual practice of Modera- 
tim. And as to the Troubles ordinarily inci- 
dent from the World about them, he adviſeth 
in the next Verle, Be careful for nothing ; but in 
all things by prayer and ſupplication, with thanks- 
givings , let your requeſts be made known to God. 
And upon the obſervance of theſe three Rules, 
he aſſures them in the next words, That the 
peace of God which paſſeth all underftanding, ſhould 
keep their hearts and minds through Chriſt Jeſus. 
My deliga at preſent is, to confider the 
Apoſtle's advice for preventing or removing 
thoſe troubles .which too often ariſe among 


Men, by their unneceſſary and over-eager con- 


tentions among themſelves ; of which troubles, 
weof this Church and Nation have had ſuch long 
and ſad experience, . that we:may be thought, 
by chis time, to defire, . as much as we need, the 
Remedy. 
preſcribed in this caſe, is, Let your moderation be 
known unto all men; and becauſe the obſervance 
of this Rule is both neceſſary and difficult, he 

| * hath 


Thg Rule which the Apoſtle hath _ 


Se; - 


FE4 


of Moderation. 


hath-inforc'd it with a weighty Argument, The 


Lord is at and, My buſineſs therefore will 
be to explain the Rule preſcrib'd; To urge the 
Argument annex'd ; Arid to make a ſeaſonable 
Application of the whole: 5 
'* 1, I'begin to explain the Rule preſcrib'd in 
cheſe Words, Let your Moderation be known unto all 
Men. To EM TT), YwoaMla Tiny & vp Tu. 


thereby indac'd to love you and the —_— 


you' profeſs; That we may cleatly undei Land 
the whole iniportafice of this precept, it will 
beconvetiienit to confider diſfin&tly theſe three 
things: CT ET. 


** 1, The Natureof this Moderation, or where- 
in comm. 
we It's Subjet-matter, or the Caſes whereih 
it ſhould be known or manifeſted. 7 
. 3+ Its 0bjeF, ,or the Perſons.toward whom 
it ſhoulg be us'd and praic'd, 
** 1, ;Let us ehquire "into the Nature of this 
4s ai __ 
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Moderation , that we may find out wherein it 
properly conſiſts. The Englih word Moderation 
occurs no where in our Bibles, but only in this. 
Text: the Greek word, To Etnexic, or, Einexaa., 
are oftener uſed, and are rendred by other 
Words, by our Tranſlators in other Texts, 
as they are by other Tranſlators in this 
Text, ſuch as Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, (lemency, 
Patience, Equity, Condeſcenſion, &c. From which 
variety of Tranſlations, we may..reaſonably 
preſume, that this Moderation is not one ſingle 
Grace, but rather ſome Frame or Temper that 
ariſerh-out of a Complexion of many particu- 
Jar Graces ; and that the general Deſign: of its 
nature,is to fir Men for converſing together in 
Society, to which end hole facial Yertues pro- 
perly ſerve, . of which -this excellent Temper 
15 compounded. To 
Our Engliſh word Moderation, may properly 
denete ſuch Government of our Spirits, or 
Behaviour toward others, as. can contain us- 
within due Bounds, or reſtrain us from flying 
out-into ſuch Extremes, as would break aſun- 
der that Bond of Peace, which ſhould hold 
together the. Members'of the ſame Society. 
"The Greek word, To Erica, 18 derived from 
| A. . 


of Moderation. © 


by Verb that ſignifies to give way, or give place ; 


ro comply or condeſcend: And che Primitive uſe 
of the Word in the Schools, or at. the' Bar, 
whence it ſeems to be taken, imports that Equi- 
ty, which is ſometimes deſcribed by Learned 
Men, to bethe Condeſcention or Benignity of the 
Las, whereby it yields and complies in ſome 
emergent Caſes, with which the rigor of its 
Letter would unequally comport. 

According to theſe Obſervations, we.may 


be able to fix the proper Notion of this com- 


prehenſive Grace, or Duty of Maderation. I: 
is ſuch an excellent frame or temper of ſpirit, where- | 
by we are able to make all favourable Conceſſions and 
Condefcentions one to another, as far as God hath left 


.us at liberty to do ſo, for the Peace and Welfare of 


the $ ociety to which we are related. That this de- 
fcription may be better underſtood, I will take 
it.in pieces, | and briefly Paraphraſe on the ſe- 
veral parts of it, 

i: Phi Moderation conſidered, as a Grace or 
he Habit, is that- rame or temper. of Spirit , 
which AY ts from all-thoſe top of +Jk 
which moderate and contain; our Paſſjons, in our 
Converfes and Dealings ONE. with another: 


I 1s ſich a Goyernment of our: Spirits, as can 


3B 2 * "condudt 
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Gol. 3. 12,13- 


condu&t our delultory Paſſions with Prudence, 
check their tranſports. with Modeſty , ſabmic 
their Pride with Humility ; as can ſoften them 
with Meekneſs, {weeten them with Kindneſs, 
ftrengthen them with Patience,and reſtrain them 
with Forbearance; fo that qur Paſſions ſhall at 
no time render us averſe to any of our relative 
Duties, or prone to quarrel and contend with 
others, or _ to be appeas'd and reconcil'd, 
whatever xcouragemeNits or Provocationswe 
may meet with. Such a Temper ſhould bein 
all Chriftians, who are ſo earneſtly exhorted 
to'put on bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing, and: fore 
giving one another, if any man hath a quarrel againſt 
any. Fcouldnot forbear adding the Epither of 
excellent to ſuch a frame and. temper. of Spirir, 
which is ſo eminent a Perfeftion of our Nature, 
whereby we attremoved fartheſt from the fe- 
rity of Bruits,. into. the neareſt reſemblance of 
"_ himſelf. *'- 
2 This Mhderation's Gon nies {4s % Duty, con- 
A tn a ptatice ſturable to ſuch an excellent 
Tertper, Lov Forced ing "ind code eſcending one to 
ahother, wheh necellary t tO pre ErVE, Of reſtore 


Peace a afid Arnity” atriong Thoſe who are rela- 
ted 


| 


un A 


- > rb... A_eTEITne; 4. 


en. A... y— 
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| —_— ——_—_— 


ted together.in the ſame Sociery.''So great 1s 
the general Tonvrancrand Weaknefs of mankine, 
that it is not poſſible for us to converle toge- 
ther inSociety, without juſtlmg and diſturbing one 
another, except we can {ometimes give. Þay,and 
conteſcent one to another” And herein' confifts 
our Duty of Moderation, lo to govern” our be- 
haviour, as for Peace-fake'to yield and ſubmit 


 ſometitnes; altho we tkifthk/our (elves to bein. 


the right ; and to'comply fomertmes with ourBre- 
thren, who are not 'able to diſcern -that they 


are in the wrong; not by running into the ſame 
miſtake; bug by bearing. with them, and con- 


WEſcending co themn Cl] they-can be recovered 


ont of it. 'So much we are taught in- thoſe Di- 
vice Precepts, which requite' us to-ſnbmit onr , v,1, .,_. 
ſelves one to auother in the fear of God : To be fub- * Ft. 5. 5. 
Jeet one'to' another, and cloath'd ith Humility : And. 
noleſs did St. Paul praftice; who himfeltf cells - 
us, Tho The free fromall men, yet have Tmade my * <9 19-+ 
ſelf ſervant. unto all: Andas he afterwards adds, 
hebecanie all things to all men, in ſuch a compliant-- 
Condeſcention. '' + ER, 

3. To prevent 'any miſtake, I add, Thar - 
this Maderation will diſpaſe us to condeſcend and - 
<omply wirch'orhers only -in ſuch caſes, _— 

ar : 


A 


s 
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Butthere are many pther.caſes of difference, 
that may happen among.us, which the Wildom 
ofGod bark not thought fit to determine by any 
neceſſary injunCtion, wherein he hath-leftus at 


liberty to yield and comply one with another;and 


where we may; We ought to do it ;. this ſceming 
; =" 


OF, ——— _— 


- of Moderation. 


PaI3 


to be the chief reaſon for which our greatLord 
hath lefr ſuch caſes undetermined, that we might 
never want a ſufficient occaſion for exerciſing 
and approving this excellent grace of Moderation. 

4. The End for which this Moderation ſerves, 
and ſhould be practiſed by us; is the Peace 
and Welfare of the Society to which we are rela- 
ted. To this end, Moderation is neceſſary to 
ward off or heal up thoſe weunds in the Body, 
which wauld be made and widened by the angry 
Cuarrels of its Members; andto cheriſh that Peace 
on which the publick Safety and Proſperity do 
chiefly depend, And from-this end we may infer 
both theReaſon andthe Meaſure of our duty. We 
ought to deny our ſelves in complying with others, 
when neceſſary for the Publick Good, becauſe 
the'intereſt of the whole ſhould be always pre- 
fer'd to the private-intereſt of any. part ; and'as 
we need not thus yield and condeſcend to others 
when: there is no-ſuch end to be ſerved. by it ; 
fo we ought to doit-inſuch cafes, and fo farasis 
neceſſary to mainrain the:Peace and Welfare of 
the Society to- which we belong. 

This: excellent. "Temper of Spit; will in: 
deed ({erverormany other gaod: purpoſes;:but 
the name of Moderation belangs:to ic chiefly, as 

| « it. 


; 
__ dra edt. th. _— POO IE 
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' Compliances we make with others, whigh are in-. 
confitent wickthe:Common-weal,, they are not. 


ir refpects the: Publick::Good 3 and. tho we may 


ſomerimes:commendably comply with others, 


either out of Prudence, reſpeRing; our own pri- 
vate Intereſts; or out of Charity, reſpecting the 
private.Interefts. of others; yet wedo it proper- 
ly from this Principle 'of: Moderation, when we 
reſpect the Publick good ; and I may add, asa 
juſt conſequence from thence, that whatever 


co be called Moderation, but Faftion and Conſpi- 
7 OR. ol, wy 


i. s. Having diſcovered; wherein.the gener al 
mathre of: this Moderation conſifts,.let us deſcend: 


to thoſe: particular. caſes wherein it ſhould be 
known or manifeſted in our conſtant exerciſe and 
exemplary! pratticevof ity Theſe are: all, ſuch 
caſts' of: difference }as' may:ihappen in our Civil 
or Sacred Societies; which. God hath thought 
fit: to leave: undetermined; which. tho. numerous 
and. yarious,:: may- bei zeduc'd, to theſe Four 
Heads, of Opiniony Praftite, Interei}; and Cenſure. 

1. We ſhould: uſe this Moderation inaſſert- 
ig 0u70wn Opations, or in oppoſing the Opinions 
of other Theywhocare of this exeellent Tom: 
per, 'willibe' coo: modyFt to adwireithemielves,,or 


im- 


Moderation ſhould impoſe ſilence on us," if the 
EC : 


of Moderation. 


IT 


impoſe on others; they will not diſturb the 


World with an unneceſſary Paradox, nor urge 


their Opinions with an Importunity that exceeds 
their Importance ;.. nor require an Entertainment 
for them, beyond the Evidence with which they 
can recommend them, whereby much of the noiſe 


and fury of our (oxtentions would be prevented. 


And if this Chriſtian Temper did moderate. in 
our Diſputations, we ſhould defend our Qpinions 


with ſoft words, and calm paſſions ; we ſhould. 


not delight in contradifing others, or-be.impatir 
ent of being contradiFed our ſelves; we ſhould. 
ſeek Truth more than Victory, and ftudy ra- 
zher to compoſe than maintain the Controverſtei 
Such, ſaich St. Parl, ſhould the Servant of the 
Lord be apa «5 £4 exits, not a contentions, but 
a moderate man, one who will with meekneſs in- 
ſtrut his Opponent. 410, age m7 
We ſhould alſo manifeſt our. .Hoderation, ''in- 
bearing a due reſpe& to the Perſons and Jude- 
ments of thoſe who diſſent from us, interprec- 
ing their Opinions candidly, and weighing their 
Arguments mpartially, as more ready to agree 
than difter with them ; and if athaft, the 
Truth ſhould appear to be on our fide, this 


fury 


1 Tim. 3. 3. 
2 Tim. 2. 25, 
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4 Eph. r5. 


ury of the Courene e be like to do more-mif- 
chief, than the defence of 'the controverted Point 
will beable to compenſate. With ſuch Moderati- 
0 we ſhould be able to frame our Opinions 
with more Truth, and to miaintain them with 
more Peace; or in the Apoſtte's Phraſe, ro 
3 the trath in locve. 


» This Hoderation fhould influence our. 


Afton and Behaviour, to render us as agreeable 
and confotrmable, as. may be, to thoſe with 
whom we converſe. Alcho in private we may 
condu@ our Aftions according to our own pru- 
dence or pleaſure; .yet when we appear abroad; we 
fhould bend our humour into a compliance witlf 


all the initocent Uſages and Cxftoms of the world - 


about us ; not affeQting any needleſs ſingularity, 


Or unneceſſary Names or Badges of DiſtinFion ; 
nor indulging our ſelves in the perverſe frow-: 


ardneſs' of: walking contraryto- others. 


'Fhey who! have attain'd to this excellent-- 
Temper, will ſuffer their Chriftan Liberty ro be - 


reftrainedby the juſt. Laws of their Superiors, 


opayillkreſtrain i it themſelves in a charitable come: 


pliance. with their weaker Brethren. Such a Mo- 


deration: would beget ſuch good Humaurs, "T0 
good Aaereamong Chiifians, "whereby they- 


might. 


«a. 


_ miighit oomigeſs ng -widkShr provokitig 


 Rinabsof-r e Frwlſh Chutthi. S61ived St: Pay, 


7" e bis neighhont for Hoo fication ;- and 


> + «& — FY - 
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ww 


mn —_——_ 


one anothet, or diffurbing the Sodery/in which 

chey live; So. our Bleſſed Sxytour lived in'the 
World,complying. with all the Hnocent Cuſtonis 

of che JewiſþNavion, and with all the dawfll 


and'ſo he hath raught us, Give none offence neither 
to the Jew nor to the Gentile, nor to the Charch of 
God ;" even as Ipleaſe all ment in al things, not ſeck - 

ang Mine own Profir,- but the profi of male, thi thy 
may be ſav'd. 

.'3. We ſhould praQtice this" Moderation it 
_ or vindicatins our” Titvpefts," whente 
the molt and ſharpeſt onteiitidns' gs affally 
ariſe. ' We ſhould tiot only reſtrain otir ſeif-love 
from runnirig out into the vicioubexceſſes of Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition ; bit'alfo remit it to 
ſuch a degree; as to be able ro #bire int our juſt. 
prettnces, to'brook diſappoinitments;' = to 7 Hake 
out own Intereſts {ometimes to bend and give way, 
char'the Intereſts of others may Have allo room 
ro:advance. He that cih overn'his Spirit w/ le 
Moderation, he wil Il nor [ot bis | LY things 07 ply, 2 Phil. 4. 


15 Rom. 2.2, 


lei Conceriiirients, not 'pleaſe binſelf, Jae 


much 
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much.mare. will hedo ſo in his- ſecular Intereſts, 
which are-of. Jeſs. yalue. He will: noc. exact 
Tatles andPuniligs,or ſtrain hisRightro a ſum- 
mum jus, but will rather condeſcend not only to 
accept,but to offer any tolerable-terms of Accom- 
© * modation,. to/preſerye Peace, . as Abraham did to 
Lot, when their Herdlmen quarrel'd about their 
13.Gn. 89. Paſtures. Fe CAR 
'.. When alla we are.provek'd:by. Wrongs and 
unjuſt. Reproaches,;this Moderation ſhould reſtrain 
and qualifie our Spirits, that we may be'able to 
interpret theinjuty candidly, to' reſent it meekly, 
to heax it patiently,:to forgive it eaſy, and re 
requite it, only. with,Prajexs and 'Bleſſings, till 
we overcome evil with good ;. as our HolyReligt- 
on hath raught us for preſerving that Peace it ſo 
earneſtly recommends. BS. 1c 
. 34s; This Federation ſhould appearalſoiin the 
Cenſures.we. palſs.0n our ſelves or bthers ; ſup- 
prefling that Self-conceit which uſually. begins 
the Quarrel, and:that Contempt of others which 


- 


ulnally, azrends it. We are to0-apt to flatterpur 
 felves, or. our Party, with the beſt Names, 


Et and the faireſt Encamiums,, and, to. in ſnepieſent 
athers, eſpecially when. Emulacion and Strife 
aye tuftur'd our eye with. rad, much Chalery 


of Moderation. 5. 7 


and 'put-them at too great a diftance from us ; 
_ andtherefore.do greatly need.this Moderationto 
govern our Spirits, that we may neither Abuſe. 
our ſelves; nor: our Brethren with an mwnrightes 


015 eye DN 51; 
-. We ſhould Ballance our overfond thoughts of 
our ſelves, with an impartial diſcovery of our 
ſhameful Defe&s, and numerous Faults, which 
will ſoon be enough to weigh down the Hes 
rits: which are ſo apt to exaltius : And we fhould 
allow to others the privitedg of every Plea that: 
may be made-in their excuſe, from Ignofance- 
or Weaknels, .from the Prepoſſeflions of Edu- 
cation, from:perfonal Prejudices, or invincible 
Temprations, 'or from the: want of neceſlary.. 
means for their Convietion;and ſhould be ready 
to covertheir Faults with the faireſtgloſles their - 
Actions will:bear, and to commend what they 
do well, with all the advantages that a ſincere: 
Charity can. ſuggeſt. : When we are: come to- 
ſuch a Temper, then:may'the Apoeſtle's rule: 
obtain among us, Let nothmg be donethrough ftrife 'phitip. x. 3.. 
or Vvain-glory', but in lowlinefs. of: mind, tet each | 
eſteem others better than himſelf. : 

3. We are to-conſ{ider, itthelaft place; the- 
0b;e&; 'or Perfons towards whom this Moderas- 

ratios 
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vation ſbould be erate. tr ſhould be known; 


faith tche_'T ext, to all-Men, Mts this Moderation 
reſpects all Men univerſally in the Habic, and 
every Man particularly: with whom we con- 
verſe in the actual-exerciſe, and eſpecially, 


thoſe to: whom werazerrelated' ih the'publick 


Socitty,. either of Church or State. ,- 

They ſhametully elude this Precept, who 
expe (nel. Moderation from: others, . but will 
not-practice:ir themſelves; 'or who will 'uſe is 
only toward their own: Party: ,:who conſent 
wick them, and conſequently need no» Conde- 
ſcentionfrom them; whereas itchiefly reſpects 
fuch.as are at diflerencewithus-fpr:containing 


us: togetlier-within the BondioftcPeace. -- - 


. All Menare concern'd inthis Dury:of Mode- 
ration; either as their Datywhichithey ought to 
practice, opastheir Privitedge, with which they 
are to be treatec by others.) Every Man,: who 
is the Memberof a:Sodiety.;ought! tobe indued 
with thn&exgcellerit Femper:of Moderation, with- 


« - £.zottyhicknoMad can:difcharge:rthoſe:Offices 


heawes to the Society, orireceive thoſe'Benefits 
he expects from it; . forthisisroa political Body, 
what joints anddminews:are:to the natural Body, 


— wherebyche Members-bend and:complyto' a) 


mutual 


at. —— 
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th. 


mutual defence and ſupport of the whole; and 

he who wants it, is like a Limb of Wood or 

| Srone, »/eleſs and burthenſome. No Perſon can . 

4 be above the praftice of this Duty, nor any one - 

fall beneath this Priviledy ; without this no Conn» 

| fels can be well adviſed,” or any Atairs rightly 

| adminiſtred, or any Order or Peace preferv'd, 

" With this Moderation, Superiors ſhould treat 

| their Hferiors , framing- their Lzws with Cle- 

mency, and Adminiſtying chemwith Bquity, where- 

by chey-become in St; Peter's Phraſe, "Aoafer 2, 

| Emend;, Which we render, Good and Gentle. ' 
With the ſame Moderation, ſhould Inferiors ſub- 

| mit-to-thoſe that are over them, - not only tothe 
Good :and Gentle, but alſo to-the froward, ' interprer- 
ing their Actions-candidly, obeying their Com- 
mands - chearfully , and' ſubmitting - meckly 
ro- their Impohcions,. even to the Prejudice - 

I of their private Intereſts, when requiſite to the - 

Publick Good, '. With fuch Moderation alſo - 

| Equals ſhould- meet- together on: their: level, . 

| - without interfering, or quarrelling'one with a-: 
nother; Speakingevil of noman, bemg not brawlers Tix x: +. 
or: contentions, but Girreners, gentle,: ſheving meek-+ 

_ neſs unto all-men.** In a-word,' this Moderation #8 
fo-neceflaryto all Perſons,andinall Conditions 

and | 


— — 
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and Offices of Life, that ſome have though fic 
to render the Original Word in the Text, by 
the general Name of Humanity. This may 
ſuffice for explaining che Precepr, injoyn'd in 
the former part of the Yerle, 
' 2, I proceed to conſider. the Argument an- 
nex'd for inforcing the practice of the forego- 
ing Rule, in thole Words, 8 w&:& tyys, The 
Lord is at hand., The words are few, but weigh- 
ty, .cither of them is a Topick pregtant with 
very cogent Motives, whether we conſider the 
Lord, who is at hand, or the nearne/s of that 
Lord-to us. 1 a7 do - 
- 1, If we-conſider. that Lord who'is at hand, 
ſeveral Arguments will ariſe fromthence to'ob- 
lige us to x practice of, this Moderation. 

1. Heisthe Lord, who hath an abſolute Au- 
thority over us ,;, who expreſly commands this 
Duty. We acknowledg him to' be ſuch a Lord, 
and we: cannot- but have. oblery'd how fre- 
quently. and earneſtly. his Laws, recommend 
to us Meekneſs, and Humility, Long-ſuffering and 
mutual Forbearance, Unity -and Peace, which 
make up this comprehenſive. Grace or Duty of 
Moderation.  Thele are-the. chief Parts or Pro- 
. perties of that holy Religion he hath infticuted; 


for 
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fav ſo-Jts Jars de ibget ” Hm which is 
from abowe,. 16-15 Bite: Pegready. (Hs b), gently James 3. 17. 
and eaſy 20 te intreatede-: þg) 

Who theg.ygon, TRY Poet BE 
chadhſaleratinnah ich-the/, Fg 
pre ſqrabed 6; How. DEA or Hom oh iy-{oeyer. 
we-may think, of.one another, yerſhall we dare. 
rodeſpiſe the Lardorg think lighely,ofc ane of his. 
Precepis},Altho this Duty, may. be very rk 1r it e. 
rq,our.carngt. Hearts, yet this mult {uperſ&ge:. 
all our Cavilations and: Reluctancies, that he, 
who is'the Lord, commands it. v 


2. \Heis the Lord of our Fall erpants, ho 


hack igdulged: them the. Privil, ud Arc be. treats. | 


ed with fach h oderotion .An ere fore we £ 


eve Q 
ora —_ fone en ihe Bo 
granted. _ ;to pay thar reſpeft gn Woe pb clac 
favour to our Brethren, - which he ah allowed 
them,Jif not for. their lake, yet. for th $9 lake, 
who made the Allowance. "5 
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"We epi whar | care our Lord: hath' taken of 


choſe, ' who through” meanneſs, weakneſs, or.- 
rudeneſs of knowledg, ſeemto be leaſt in his- 


Mar. 9. 6&c. heavenly Kingdom, He tells us, That it-is bis Fas 


thirs pleaſure that not one of them ſhould periſh;that 
he hn came to ſave them; that their Angels al» 
Ways behold'the face of bis Father ; that therefore no- 
man ſhould deſpiſe or offend them ;. and if any- 

My or. bim that a- milſtone-were- 
hang'd about his rare he were drown'd *n the depth* 
of the Sea:+ And. with alike Argument St. Paul- 


did; ' it were 


preſſech this Duty of Meoderation., Let not him that- 

eateth, dif} iſe him-that eateth not ; and let nat him 

Roa, 4. 3,4. Fat eateth not, FN bim-that eateth-; ; for God bath: 

rectived him: Who art thou that jndgeft another mans 

ſervant *"to Bis.0wn Maſter he fandeth or falleth; yea,. 

he [ball be 7 *. for God i is a to: make him-. 
 fld." 

'He, who i Is oh Lord of us all, doth kim- 

fl tear all 'of us with fuch Moderation, whole 

Exam le ſhoold dire and myaye-us. into' a like 

pre gone cowart'ar 7 Altho he bethe 


and holy One," yerhic condeſcends to accom- 


modr himſelf, his Laws, and his Providence, to: 
aparity, and Condition.” He humbles his, 


Chiron, 999: in fuch rude Repreſentations, as 


WA. 


/ 
8 wA—.. — 
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we are capable of apprehending;he was content 


to renew his Law to us by Revelation, after-we 
had defac'd the Original, which was at firlt im- 
preſs'd on our: Nature; and he continues to 
teach us with line upon line, and precept upon pres 
cept, as our dull Capacities can receive it. He 
is not ſtrift to mark What we do amiſs; he is ſlow to 


. anger, and rich in mercy; he doth not affli&+ wil- 


lingly; be fitieth while he correfs; he meets his 
penitent prodigals more than half way;forgives then 
eafily, and molt affefionately embraceth'them. 
How eminent an Example of this Modera- 
tion was our Bleſſed Saviour, while he lived in 
the World, amidſt the Gontradictions, :Blaſ- 
phemies,and Perſecutions of the worſt of-Men, 
whom yet he perſiſted to pity and inſtru&, and 
for whom he pray'dand died! 
How ill would:it go with us, if our Lord 
ſhould not uſe ſuch: Moderation toward us ! But 
then, how unaccountably wie mult it ſeem, 
that the great Lord of Heaven ſhould condeſcend 
and concede ſo much to us,andwe think it too much 
to do ſo to one another ! that he ſhould be 
Lowly and Meek, Long-ſuffering, and eaſy to be 
intreated towards us; and we be Proud, Churlſh, 
Inexorable and Revengeful, one againſt another? 
| D 2 _ - And 
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Plalm x39. 


And therefore the Scriptures;dofooften recom- 
men&@ ſich: Duties.ro us from thedbliging Pat-: 
rern of: Almighty-God,and out Blefled Saviour. 

2. If we lay the Emphaſis on the other word, 
and confider how nigh our Lord.is to us; : that 
will {apply us ' with three! Arguments more, 
according to: the threefoldInterpretation of 
the Phraſe, The Lord is at Hand. 


1. The Eordiis at hand in his Onmipreſence and. 


Onniſcience,beholding and obſerving: ourtemper 
afrdbelhaviourone toward another So near is. our: 
Lordvs ns,that he knows our. Thoughts, even be- 
fore curminds are confcious of them;there is not 
1 Word s in'our Tongue;bur before: we utter it, re” 
kriows it altogether; and there'are mone of. our: 
Wigs or Aﬀions in any diſtance of place,'or un- 


der any coyerts of Privacy.or Darkneſs, which: 


are hid from kis' All-ſeeingEpe, asthe P/almiſt 
cleganely :deſetibes\his Otlpatſours, 817? 
Dar Lord isþus'at hand, 'asthe great Maſjter 
of rhe Family in which we: live, Merding curi- 
off of Oghefeniee kept, taking ftribt 10-. 
tr 


6iy Ul fris Servahts bebive themſelves both- 


towards him” 'and ane toward another. Fhus he: 
walked amidſtche fevenGoldenChandlefticks, 


ebſerving, whatever! was LaudaNe-os (olpable | 
ik. 


( 
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in the: Churches of. 4/az, He was ſo nigh to - 
'Saulwhen breathing'iout Rage and Fury againſt 
his Diſciples, that he himſelf felt the Wounds Ys 
of his Perſecution. And St. Peter tells us,that'a 
| meek and quietSpirit-in the privateSociety of a Fa- 
| mily,and much more in the publick ſociety of his : per 3. 4. 
| Church,is taken notice of by God,& is in his fight 
| of preat Price. How careful then ſhould we be of 
practiſing thisModeration in our 4ons, yea in our 
Tords,yea'in our-very thoughts, one-toward ano- 
ther,feeing ourLotd,who ſo ſtrictly,commands 
it; is fo near at hand to abſerve our carriage ! 
--- 2: The Lordis at hand-in the! courle of his 
Pyovidence, diſpoſing ofus;and of all Events and 
Circumſtances abour ns, which ſhould highly 
engage us to the practice of , this Mageratiqn. 
That Lord who ſurrounds us with his continual 
 Providence,-makes:usthe:opportunites we meet | 
| with for exercifing this : Moderation! to others, 
| which if we ſhould refuſe, how ſooncan he,- 
| with the turn of his hand, put us into-a condi- 
cio to need'z:like Moderationto be us'd cwards - --- 
us 2 -And how juſtly may.weexped.it, if; we -- 
ſhould fo highly provoke him? -If we are wil- 
ling to comply wich his Precept,. he is.at bang..: 
to afſifus with hisGrace, inuhe periormante * | 
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ſo difficult a duty, and to reward us for it with 
«the Bleflings of his Providence ; but if we re- 
fuſe to praftice this Moderation toward our fel- 
low-ſervants, we have no reafon to expe& any 
better treatment from them, or from our Lord 
himſelf. ines 
They who conſider the inconftant Revolati- 
ons to which humane Afﬀairs are ſubject, will 
think it prudent to grant ſuch conditions to others, 
which they may ſometime ask for themlfelyes ; 
and they who believe God's Providence, and 
what he hath ſo often declared, that he reſiſteth 
the proud, and avengeth the cauſe of the oppreſſed, 
will think i ceary to approve themtfelyes 
to him in the pra&ice of that Moderation. he ſo 
expreſly requires. © 
. The Lord is at hand tocall us to-an account 
of our behaviour both toward him, and one to- 
ward another ; and ittherefore highly concerns 
us to be found of him in good temper, and in good 
order; which: Argument is thus expreſſed by 
St. James; Grudg not” one againſt. another, brethren, 
- leſt ye be condemned ; behold the 'Judg $tarideth at the 
door. Tho the Solemn Day of the General 
Judgment may” be at agreat diſtance, yet. we 
Hhavereaſon to expe& a much ſhorter -tune for 
wi, >" 28s 
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the private Audit of particular Perſons, and of 
particular Churches and States, which have their” 
ownFates and Periods within the greater Revolu- 
| tion of the World. And our Lord is never near- 
| er.to-enter into Judgment with us, than when 
welive moſt diſorder! and uncharitably among 
| our (elves ; for he hath declared, that if any of 
'* his ſervants ſhall ſayin his heart, My. Lord delayeth *Nt-45,46- 
his. coming, and ſhall begin to beat the men-ſercoants . 

£ and maidens, and to eat and drink, and be drunken ; 
the Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a day that he 
| looked not for him, and at an bour that he is not aware, 
Et and will cut him aſunder, and appoint him his porti- 
|  0n with unbelievers. | == 
t And when our Lord enters into Judgment 
| with us, a great part of our account will conſiſt 
of our demeanour and carriage toward our fellow- 
| ſervants, not only how juſtly and honeftly, but - 
|| = alſo how bumbly, meekly, and charitably, we have: 

| behaved our ſelves in our Converſesand Deal- 
ings one. -with another. And we are plainly- 
foretold what Seritence we muſt expett;" that: 
he who will not forgive his fellow-ſervanc a 
few pence, ſhall never be diſcharged by his Lord-: 


from the many Talents he:is himſelf indebted ; - 
that he ſhall have judgment without mercy,” that fſhtw-'.junm. 11. 
=, * 


18Mat.23; &< . |: 
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 edno rcy.%. That to them tar gge c0 entious, 7%] 
Ty dy ks nl indipn ration . and. vrathy © Y- ation hit 

anguiſh ; i. e. "That the righteous ped will not 
uſe that Moderation towards them, which the 
refus'd at his command. to, ractice A ard 
others. If then we find, our Fits ayes not much 
perſuaded tothis Duty for our Lord's ſake, or for 
our 'Brethren's ſake, yetletus do it for our own 
ſake, .chat,our great Judg may uſe ſuch Modes , 
ration towards us, innot being ftritt to mark 
what we have done amiſs, or ſevere in puniſh- 
ing usaccording to our deſerts. | 

3. I have now explain'd the Precept, and 
urg'd the Argument of the Text ; it remains, 
that we make a leaſonable Application of both. 
to our ſelves. 

1. Inourfirſt Refletions, we canftot forbear 
to. condemy, and. hewail hg, [c cargity and de ofeft ot, 
this Molatona 1ong. us. .It is tao notorious {0 
be difſembled, how. many.of all Parties want. 


this bleſſed. Tempe! __ being ſtrangers to. 
this; oder atjony hav + bovchecame. Pronegapainlt it, it 


andx0 Get h.a.ds even. to hate ifs vety: 
Name; and to blacke ack \ with the worſt 'of Names, 
and.tg.treatthoſe molt unkindly; who would ſet 


any, Geſſows © Ol Patterns of, this Moderation before 
em. 
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chem. And what may add Sed te our La--. 
mentation, they pretend in all this, a.Zeal for 

the Publick Intereſts of Church and State; as if 

our caſe were fo odd and peculiar, that chat Mode- 

ration which isthe beſt Preſeryative of all other 

- Societies, would be the greateſt bane of ours ; 

or:that Diviſions and Contentions would prove as 

great Bleſſings to us, as they are miſchieſs to 

others, 
Plutarch woudars what Solon meant by ma-"anw I # 
king a Law, That it ſhould be a Reproach to Ne 
any- man to be a Newter in a time of pub- &* Tour 


VOYe 


lick Difſentions ; becauſe . as he argues ; he Plurarchiineer 
1&1 never a Wiſe man to arbitrate amidſt the li- parry 
 rigant Parties, or evera ſober Citizen for the 
reſt to reform by. And among his other Politi- 
cal Precepts, headviſeth, That a Magiſtrate 
ſhould above all things take care to cheriſh 
Peace and Concord, and to ſuppreſs all diffen-,, erect 
tions and quarrels in the Commonwealth, and g ok Po 


he inſtructs them touſe this Argument to thoſe 7 —Y YO | 


thatare at variance, That they who can for- I -þ 


give and comply with others, do excel themin 
Wiſdom, and Greatneſs of Spirit, as muchas 
they doin Moderation andGood Nature. 
Bur when we conſider what painful Conyulfs- 
0#s 
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"ons this bitter zeal hath for a long time produc'd 

among us, and to what eminent dangers it late- 
ly expoled us, that its ferpour doth not yet re- 
mir, bur rather increaſe; renders our caſe ſo. 
fad and ſtrange, that. we cannot account for it, 
without recurring tea ſuperiour Caule, and ac- 
knowledging that an Evil Spirit fromthe Lord. 
is gone out among us, as a Tempter toſeduce.ns,. 
and a Tormentor to puniſh us; and we have. 
great reaſon to bewail that ill Temper we are in, 
both asa hemous. Sin, and asa dreadful Judgment. 

2. Suffer me.in the Concluſion to Exhort and. 
_ you to thisModeration, with an-earneſt- 
neſs that its Nature deſerves,and our Neceſlits 
requize. Let me beſeech you by the Authority of. 
Almighty God, that requires it; by the meekneſs. 
and gentleneſs of Chrift, who was ſo eminent a 
Parrern of it ; by the Honour and Safety of that. 
pure Religion. we profeſs ;. by the Settlement and 
Proſperity of the Church and Nation to-which. we 
are related ; by all the Intereſts that are dear to 
-us;in this World, and. the Rewards of the next, 
that your Moderation be known unto all.men.. 

Let Meekneſs and Humility, Patience-and 
Porbearance, Brotherly-kindneſs and Charity, 
&alt our ſpirits.into this excellent Temper, which 

| . would £] 
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| would ſoon compromiſe all our Differences, and 
reſtore that perace,: which would {weeten and ſe- 
cure all our Injoyments. Letus lay aſide all re- 
proachful Names of Diſtinfion ; ler-us no longer 
upbraid one another, with any paſt Mijcarriages ;.. 
or,retura-the Injuries we have received;..imiany 
4 Unchriſtian Revenges'; let us readiy.forgive.thoſe- 
V who . Diſclgim- their farmer Errors.; | and with 
Meekneſs.inſtru&t thoſe,who cannot yet extricate 
| themſelves from them-; -Let us condeſcend-and 
comply ane with another, as far as; we can: with 
a. good Conſcience, to recover:that-Hnity and 
- Amity,we have loſt;. and let: us mark: thoſe, who 
would. \6aufe Dipiftens. among '#s,, to: avord them. 
| Let us contend nolonger;except ina kind Emu- 
lation,, who ſhall approve .themlſelves the wiſer 
Men, and beiter Chriſtians, in being moſt forward 
and earneſt, in. ſeeking. and making Peace: 

Let us not be diſcourag'd or affrighted out of 
this Moderation, by the ill Arts of.thoſe who are - 
not. ſo good themſelves, nor-can endure to ſee 
ſa much good, as would: be hereby wroughs  - 
among us. Let us induſtriouſly incourage and 3 
promote this Moderation among all- with whom - +4 
we Converſe; and highly-honour thoſe; in whom + "'J 
it:moſt eminently appears, as the.trueſtFriends - 
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of our Church and Nation , who take the beſt 
courle to advance and ſecure the Publick Intereſts 
. of both. | 

It hath pleas'd God, by a moſt merciful Revo- 
lution of his Providence, to place us under a Go- 
vernment that excels in Moderation ; that abhors 
the policy of weakning us by Diviſions, that it may 
advance it ſelf into an exorbitant Power ; that 
earneſtly invites us to peace, and deſigns for us a 
happy and laſting Settlement. 'Let not us with 
a perverſe Frowardneſs oppoſe the kindeſt offers 
of. God, and our Prince, bur wiſely embrace the 
opportunity is made us, and thankfully accept the 
Bleſſings are caſt into our Boſoms. Then may 
we live as Chriſtians, and'love as Brethrei ; then 
may Peace be within our Walls, and Proſperity-with- 
in our Borders ; then Mercy and Truth may meet 
together, and Righteouſneſs and Peace may kiſs each 
other. 0 25d. 20 28 
And when we are ſufficiently improv'd in this 
Divine Temper of Moderation, we may be capable 
of Admiſſion into the bleſſed Society of Saints 
and Angels above, where are no SeFs or Parties, 
no Quarrels or Contentions ; but where we ſhall 
 injoy the moſt delightful Entertainments of 
Love and: Peace to all Eternity. 


FINIS. 


